
Vocabulary Assurance Words for Social Studies, K-5                                                               July 2011 
 

Social 
Studies 
Strand 

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade 

History time 
yesterday 
today 
tomorrow 
order 
 

history 
individual 
invent 
anthem 
motto 
calendar 
timeline 
past 
present 
future 

landmarks 
courthouse 
capitol building 
historical 
present 
time period 
monument 

expansion 
chronology 
decades 
centuries 
historical 
 

exploration 
empresarios 
independence 
causes 
effects 
republic 
annexation 
Reconstruction 
industries 
political 
economic 
social 
urbanization 

colonize 
revolutionary 
American Revolution 
U.S. Constitution 
Industrial Revolution  
Founding Fathers 
13th – 15th Amendments 
mechanization 
world wars 
Great Depression 
civil rights 

Geography school 
map 
right  
left 

directions 
north 
south 
east 
west 
natural resources 
location 
globe 
 

compass rose 
landforms 
continents 
regions 
settlement 
urban 
suburban 
rural 
irrigation 
conserve 
replenish 
natural hazard 

adapt 
modify 
human characteristics  
       (of a region) 
Cardinal directions 
intermediate directions 
physical environment 
grid 
landscape 
legend 
scale 
 
 
 

climate 
vegetation regions 
latitude 
longitude 
hemisphere 

geographic factors 
agriculture 
Manifest Destiny 

Economics needs 
wants 
shelter 
jobs 
earn 
home 
 

goods 
services 
choice 

free enterprise 
produce/producer 
consume/consumer 
 

budget 
allocate 
scarcity 
distribution 
interdependence 
free market 
business 
supply and demand 
production 
entrepreneur 
 
 
 

immigrants 
migration 
 

limited resources 
mass production 
specialization 
division of labor 
economic 
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Government rules 
security 
authority 

mayor 
governor 
president 
laws 

elect 
appoint 

consent of the  
     governed 
function 

colony/colonization/colonial 
executive branch 
legislative branch 
judicial branch 
 

democracy 
representative government 
Declaration of Independence 
checks and balances 
Preamble 
 

Citizenship community 
state 
pledge 
vote 
responsibility 
 

citizenship 
justice 
freedom 
country 
 

equality 
patriotism 
truthfulness 

nonprofit organization volunteer 
civic affairs 

petition 
Bill of Rights 
due process rights 

Culture traditions 
family 
different 
similar 
 

customs 
legends 

ethnic 
cultural 
celebrations 

heroic nomad(ic) 
culture 

ethnicity 

Science/Tech source technology recreation 
communication 
transportation 

inventors 
pasteurization 
vaccine 

 transcontinental 
environment 

Soc St Skills information 
problem solve 

solution 
decision 

glossary 
index 
table of contents 

implement 
interpret 
research 

artifacts 
 

primary/secondary sources 
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