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Part I:  Characterization  10 entries required!

Directions:  Select ONE character from the novel other than Gene or Finny/Phineas. Then…

·   Identify evidence for your selected character.

·   Provide textual evidence that indirectly describes your character, evidence that shows what he or she says or does, how he or she acts or reacts, and what the other characters say about him or her; use quotation marks around quotes and cite page numbers.

·   Based on the evidence, make an inference about the character’s trait.

·   Write a sentence that explains the context of the story form the point where your quote was taken.

· Write commentary that explains how and/or why the evidence leads to or supports the inference.

	
	Character Trait
	Textual Evidence
	Context
	Inference/Commentary

	1.
	Clever, cunning
	“We were playin’ strip poker up yonder by the fishpool…” (Lee 54).
	Dill is quick with an excuse for their absence when the neighbors all ran out to see why Mr. Nathan Radley fired his gun in the night.
	Dill’s ability to make up a lie so quickly shows not only his quick wit but also his intelligence.  Dill knows that they would be in BIGGER trouble if it were discovered they were in the Radley’s yard, especially when they’d been told repeatedly to leave the Radley family alone.

	   2.  
	
	
	
	

	   3.  
	
	
	
	


The example below is from chapter six of To Kill a Mockingbird.  

     CONTINUE UNTIL YOU HAVE TEN ENTRIES

**** Part II on next page****

Part II:  Symbolism    5 entries required

Directions:  Choose a passage from A SEPARATE PEACE that seems to you to be symbolic.  Analyze it using the format below.

·   Identify symbols in the reading.

· Discuss the literal meaning of the “symbol” in the context of the work.

· Explain the symbolism in the larger context of life.

· Analyze the effect or purpose of the symbolism.

· Reflect on the insight gained.

The example below is from To Kill a Mockingbird.  

	
	Object or Event

(including context)
	Abstract Level or Symbolic Meaning
	Effect, Purpose, and/or Insight

	1.
	Mr. Dolphus Raymond’s paper sack hides the mysterious drink he carries with him daily:  Coca – Cola.  He offers his drink to Dill to settle his stomach, while Scout eyes what she believes to be alcohol with suspicion.


	Symbolically, the paper sack represents the façade of civility in Maycomb.  The sack covers up the truth just as the town of Maycomb shows itself to be very civil and polite, while deep down, the reality is clearly something else.  Just like the sack covers the truth, the “manners” of Maycomb’s citizens covers their true feelings and beliefs.
	The “uncovering” of the contents of Mr. Raymond’s sack symbolizes and foreshadows the loss of innocence in Scout.  Scout is coming out of her childhood, where she simply believes what she sees.  Using the paper sack as a symbol of unreality allows the reader to see how naive Scout is to the realities of her surroundings.

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	


 CONTINUE UNTIL YOU HAVE FIVE ENTRIES

IMPORTANT:  You must have BOTH of your dialectical journals and your novel with you on the first day of class.  Your two dialectical journals will count as a test grade AND will be used as prewriting for your first in-class writing assignment.

Summer Reading Assignment

Smithson Valley High School

10th Grade Pre-AP English II

Your assignment is to read and annotate Ray Bradbury’s Dandelion Wine.  Bring your annotated book on the FIRST DAY OF CLASS so you can use it for discussion and textual support on assignments.

For this class, annotation means written observations and comments about what you are reading as you are reading.  This process of close-reading will help you learn to read “on the line, between the lines, and off the line” (Villareal, Elizabeth.  “One Method for Close Reading.”  AP English Language and Composition, Session 62.  San Antonio: College Board AP English Conference: 2008).  Annotating is NOT highlighting; it requires you to write in order to have a dialogue with the text.  I strongly suggest writing on colored post-its.

Since this assignment requires you to mark in the actual book, you must have an edition of the book in which you are comfortable writing.  If cost is a consideration, be sure to shop used bookstores, or go to websites like www.half.com for more reasonably priced editions.

TASK:  ANNOTATE YOUR NOVEL – 

· Level 1 is simple summary/ paraphrasing and writing down explanations of, predictions about, or reactions to the story’s events as you read.  This can be written directly into the novel;

· Level 2 (Yellow Post-its) is noting the main idea or themes.  Comment on the themes as you come across them.  Explain how they are universal;  

· Level 3 is noting subtext.
· Style Devices (Pink Post-its) –explain metaphors, symbols, etc.
· Author Connections (Blue Post-its) – comment where you see links to the author’s life or historical events.
· Your Life (Green Post-its) – comment where you see similarities between characters and events in the story and your own feelings or experiences.  
Be thorough and accurate in your annotations.  This will be an invaluable tool when we begin our dialectical journals and literary analyses.  These annotations will count as a test grade.
IN PREPARATION FOR THE YEAR –

Suggested Texts:

Harmon, William and C. Hugh Holman.  A Handbook to Literature. 8th ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1999. (any subsequent edition is acceptable)

Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed.  New York:  The Modern Language Association of America, 2003 . 

Required Texts throughout the Year: (any publisher is acceptable)
Golding, William.  Lord of the Flies.  New York: Perigee, 1954. 
Orwell, George.  Animal Farm.  New York:  Harcourt Brace & Co. 1946.
Kafka, Franz.  The Metamorphosis.  New York:  Bantam Books, 1972.
Hurston, Zora Neale.  Their Eyes Were Watching God.  New York:  Lippencott, 1937.
Four selections from the Tenth Grade Masterworks List on the reverse side.

Tenth Grade Masterworks List
PLEASE Remember – these are literary masterworks, but many works contain mature topics and/or adult situations.  Do a little research on the ones that interest you, then discuss it with your parents. Underlined are nonfiction texts pertinent to class units.
· Achebe Things Fall Apart

· Angelou  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
· Anon Gilgamesh
· Any Novel by John Irving

· Any play by Shakespeare except the following:  Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Macbeth, Hamlet

· Aristophanes  Lysistrata
· Austen  Sense and Sensibility

· Bettelheim The Uses of Enchantment  

· Bradbury  The Martian Chronicles, The Illustrated Man

· Bradley The Mists of Avalon 

· Brecht Galileo  

· Bronte  Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights

· Campbell The Hero with a Thousand Faces 

· Carroll  Through the Looking Glass
· Conrad  Heart of Darkness

· Dangeremgba  Nervous Conditions

· Dante  The Divine Comedy

· Dickens  Tale of Two Cities, Great Expectations

· Dostoyevsky  Crime and Punishment

· Dumas  The Three Musketeers, The Count of Monte Cristo

· Ellison Invisible Man (not the sci-fi story!)
· Esquivel Like Water for Chocolate 

· Faulkner  As I Lay Dying, The Sound and the Fury

· Haddawy The Arabian Nights  

· Hamilton Mythology  

· Hemingway  The Sun Also Rises,A Farewell to Arms

· Hesse Siddhartha,  Steppenwolf
· Ibsen   Doll’s House

· Jung, The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious, Man and His Symbols

· Kesey One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest  

· Kidd The Secret Life of Bees  

· Kingsolver The Bean Trees, The Poisonwood Bible 

· Kundera The Book of Laughter and Forgetting The Unbearable Lightness of Being 

· Malcom X  Autobiography of Malcom X

· Marquez One Hundred Years of Solitude 

· Milton Paradise Lost

· Paton  Cry, the Beloved Country

· Penman Here Be Dragons  

· Rand The Fountainhead, Atlas Shrugged 

· Rostand  Cyrano de Bergerac

· Rushdie Imaginary Homelands, Midnight’s Children, The Moor’s Last Sigh 

· Shaw  Major Barbara, Pygmalion

· Steinbeck  King Arthur and His Noble Knights

· Suskind Perfume  

· Twain Letters from the Earth

· Voltaire  Candide

· Vonnegut  Slaughterhouse Five, Hocus Pocus

· Walker  The Color Purple

· White  The Once and Future King

· Wright  Black Boy, Native Son

Smithson Valley High School

Summer Reading Assignment 2010
11th Grade – English IIIAP
Your assignment is to read Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood,  a classic work of creative non-fiction.  For background information on the book (and the class in general), visit our class website at http://staff.comalisd.org/ronessa.mcdonald .  I suggest you bookmark this site, as it will become invaluable as you go through English IIIAP. 

As you read, you may wish to annotate (in the book) and highlight in order to help you keep track of plot, characters, and the development of arguments.  When you come to class on the first day of school, you should be very familiar those elements of the book as we will begin immediately.  On that first day, have your book and a large (200+) spiral notebook with you.  Do not forget those items.

 In addition, answer the following questions in well-crafted, typed paragraphs.   Provide an appropriate MLA heading and double space your lines.  I will expect you to turn these questions in on the first day of school. These questions will count toward your spiral grade, which is in the quiz category.  After we work with questions, you will revise them and turn them in for a test grade.

We will test over the book sometime during the first week of class;  I will announce the specific test date and any further instructions on the class website, so please check it before school starts on August 23rd. 

If you have any questions this summer, feel free to e-mail me at ronessa.mcdonald@comalisd.org.  

Note:  Any page numbers refer to the Vintage edition of the book.  If you have a different edition, you may wish to borrow a friend’s book to make it a bit easier to find the referenced passages.

PART I:  The Last to See Them Alive

1. How does Capote use the resources of language to characterize the Clutters and their farm?

2. The final section ends with Dick at his family’s home.  How does Capote use imagery and irony to heighten the effect of the previous description of the discovery of the murder?

PART II:  Persons Unknown
3. What is the purpose of including the article from the Kansas City Star and Perry’s immediate reaction to it?  (89)

4. What is the effect of the parallel stories of the fictitious murder of the Black man and Dick’s habit of running down dogs? (112)

PART III:  Answer
5. What is function of the interview and narrative of Mrs. Johnson?  (180-187)

6. Read carefully the section beginning, “The cider-tart odor. . .”.  What is Capote’s attitude in that section and how does he establish that tone? (206)

PART IV:  The Corner

7. How does Capote develop and reveal his attitude in the description of the prison on pages 309 and 310?

8. The last scene (at the cemetery), is the only one in the book not based on real events.  Why do you think Capote felt the need to invent it?  What is the effect of including that scene rather than ending the book with the executions?
Smithson Valley High School

Summer Reading Assignment

AP English IV Literature and Composition

12th Grade

Your assignment is to read Seamus Heaney’s translation of Beowulf over the summer.  As you read, complete the following:
1. Annotate passages which contain the following ideas:

· Loyalty 

(blue)

· Community 

(pink)

· Alienation 

(green)

· Courage 

(yellow)

As an alternative to writing in the book, you may use color-coded post-its.  Annotations are still required.

To annotate means to make or furnish critical or explanatory notes or comments.  It does not merely mean to highlight.  In order to earn credit for your annotations, you must have them widespread throughout the book in addition to your highlighting.

For the following, use typed, MLA format.

2. Write a thematic statement (i.e. what the author is saying about the abstract idea) and a supporting paragraph containing direct quotes from the poem.  
3. Choose a paragraph of one hundred words or more that seems particularly rich in imagery.  Write a paragraph explaining how the imagery adds to one of the abstract ideas listed above.

4. Choose a concrete object or person in the poem that you believe best symbolizes one of the abstract ideas listed above.  Write a paragraph explaining what the symbol represents and how the symbol adds to one of the abstract ideas listed above.

Bring your book, thematic statements and paragraphs are due on the first day of school.  These will count as a mid-range grade.  You are expected to write an essay, which will count as a major grade, based on this assignment, so be thorough in annotating, writing and thinking.
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