Educational Portfolio
Checklist

From the Parent/Guardian:

e Student’s Birth Certificate
(Original Certified Copy)

e Student’s Social Security Number

e Student’s Health Record
(Immunization, physical, etc)

e Legal Documents as Needed

e Proof of Residency/Military Or-
ders (utility bills, lease/escrow
deed, housing contract)

e Student’s Military ID Card (if ap-
plicable)

School Information:

e Address, Phone Numbers, Other
Contact Information, Counselors

e Course Description Book/Grading
Scale (if available for 6th grade
and above)

o Copy of the Cover of Each Text-
book or the Title Page/Table of
Contents/Course Description

e School Profile/Handbook
e School Web Page (URL)

School Records:

e Copy of Cumulative Folder/Transcripts
(only the copy mailed between schools is
considered official)

e  Current Schedule

e Report Cards/Withdrawal Grades or Pro-
gress Reports

e Test Scores (Standardized or Special Pro-
gram Testing, etc.)

Special Programs Records as Appropriate:

e Individual Education Plan (IEP) Individual
Accommodation Plan (504)/Gifted Pro-
gram Description

e English as a Second Language (ESL) or
Bilingual Education

e At-Risk or Other Action Plans for Class-
room Modifications

Other Documents and Examples:

e  Writing Samples & Other Work Examples
e Activities Records (co-extracurricular)

e Community Service or Service Learning

e  Other Work or Performance Examples

e Academic Recognitions and Competition
Participation
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Moving to a New School

Moving your child to a new school can be
a big decision. Moving? Switching from
home school to public school? Has your
child been accepted at a new private or
charter school? Here are tips to make
moving your child to a new school go
smoothly.

First, should you move your child during
school holidays to avoid disrupting their
education? This is not always possible,
and can actually be more detrimental to
your child.
When school
starts again, eve-
ryone is excited
and nervous, and
that may make
your child feel
even more like a
stranger.

On the other
hand, moving mid-year has the following
benefits:

e Your child goes from one social at-

mosphere to another.

e The teacher and other kids can go out

of their way to welcome your child.

e Your child has to adapt quickly to a

new schedule and they will not have as

much time to dwell upon what was left

behind.

e There are more opportunities to make
friends in a school setting.
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But regardless of when you move, your child will
likely be affected emo-
tionally. Your child’s
age may determine
how they are affected.

Children who are
younger usually have
an easier time transi-
tioning. School-age children dwell on whether they
will make new friends and if they will like their
new school. Teenagers hate leaving behind friends.
Some parents decide it is better to let their teenag-
ers stay with family or friends to finish out school
years or even high school careers.

This is an individual decision but the following
questions can help determine the correct path to
take:

e [s there someone trustworthy your teenager can
stay with?

e  Will your teenager do better academically at
the old school?

e Will leaving your teenager behind make it hard
for other siblings?

Finally, prepare your child to move to a new school
by being involved and making it fun. Here are
some additional tips:

e Make the move an adventure. If you are ex-
cited, chances are they will be more excited.

e Talk about the move and what will happen ex-
actly. Keep communication flowing so your child
does not feel left out.

e Say goodbye to friends and classmates. Ask if
the child can have a goodbye party at school.

e Visit the new school. Walk or drive the route
to help your child become comfortable traveling
to the new school.

e  Get your child involved in extracurricular ac-
tivities as soon as possible. Ideally put your child
into the same activities they were involved with at
their old school.

When you actually move, involve yourself in their
school. If possible, volunteer at the school so that

you will be a familiar and e

available presence as your &
child transitions into their
new surroundings.

Remember that keeping
touch with old friends via
email or mail can also en-
courage your child to feel
loved and at home. Making
new friends will then hope-
fully come easily and they
will soon feel as comfortable
at their new school as they
did at their old school.

Sources:
www, 123movers.com/guides/movingyourfamilytips.asp

Www.century2 1.com/smoothmoves/school_year move.aspx

Www.kidshealth.org/parent/emotions/feelings/move.html

Create An Educational Portfolio

It's a good idea to start a file for each child's edu-
cational history. As your child grows and devel-
ops, make sure you keep adding to the file. Add-
ing records and information when it happens will
help your child now and in the future. It's also a

great way to celebrate your child's achievements.



