
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- For 
more than 25 years, federal 
law had required that schools 
nationwide identify children 
as learning disabled by com-
paring their scores on intelli-
gence tests with their aca-
demic achievement. This 
meant that many students had 
to wait until third or fourth 
grade to get the special edu-
cation help they needed.  
In the new regulations issued 
after changes to the law, the 

federal Education Department 
said states could not require 
school districts to rely on that 
method, allowing districts to 
find other ways to determine 
which children are eligible for 
extra help.  
 
It was the final step in the fed-
eral government's repudiation of 
the old approach, which had 
come under severe criticism 
from advocates for children 
with disabilities, testing experts 

and eventually federal officials 
themselves. Advocates for those 
children applauded the change. 
 
Read the full story at: 
http://www.aapd.com/News/
education/060804nyt.htm 
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ONLINE RESOURCES 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS (OSEP) 
Federal agency dedicated to improving results for infants, toddlers, children and youth with dis-
abilities ages birth through 21 by providing leadership and financial support to assist states 
and local districts. 
 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html?src=mr  

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? 
 "The Law and Special Education, 2nd Edition", by Mitchell L. Yell. 

 
This book presents the necessary information for educators to understand the history and develop-
ment of special education laws and the requirements of these laws. This book provides the reader 
with the skills to locate pertinent information in law libraries, on the internet, and other sources to 
keep abreast of the constant changes and developments in the Special Education field. 
(Paperback, 512 pp., copyright 2005 Prentice Hall Publishing) 



 
 

Visual Communication Supports for Child with Autism 
 
 
Teachers use a variety of strategies to enhance communication with children with autism.  Visual supports such 
as photos and picture cards can help to increase communicative efficiency and decrease frustration.   Visual 
supports help to add predictability, meaning and structure to the child’s day. 
 
Myth:  Many parents are concerned that if you give the nonverbal child pictures to use to talk, that the child 
will not use his words.  Actually, visual supports help to enhance communication, decrease frustration and of-
ten increases verbalization. 
 
Behavior problems can occur when the child has: 

An inability to request, 
An inability to predict what is going to happen in the future, 
Difficulty transitioning from one activity to another, 
Anxiety in being unable to order their day. 

 
Photos and picture cards can be used to: 

Request a snack (Have several pictures of your child’s favorite foods/drinks on the refrigerator.  
Let the child point and if verbal, say the word to request the item.  As they master this, expand 
the language to include a phrase or sentence). 

Request a favorite activity, 
By placing pictures depicting daily activities in a Top-down or Left-right sequence, the child can 

better understand expectations and structure their day, or 
Show what the child is to do “now” and beside it a picture of what the child will do “next”. 
 
 

Example:   

 
    
         
A visual schedule can be used to help predict what will happen next and relieve anxiety about the “unknown.”  
Also, this idea can help the child who has difficulty transitioning from one activity to another. 
 

     
 

Assistive Technology 
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Book reading is a great way to increase overall language development and enhances reading 
(literacy) skills.  
 
Book reading at a set time of each day with your child is a great opportunity for children who need to 
work on back and forth turn-taking skills and pragmatic (social language skills) in a one-to-one situa-
tion before being required to use these same skills in a group.  Children with Autism often have par-
ticular difficulty with pragmatic language skills.   
 
Book reading can help to promote the following social (pragmatic language) skills: 

Gestures (pointing, clapping, shaking head yes and no, shrugging, reaching, etc.) 
Pretend roles (The parent can use a character’s voice and encourage the child to take on an-

other character voice.  Pretend to blow out candles if there is a birthday party in the book.)   
Sharing joint attention to the same object (book) 
Turn-taking 
Increase eye contact 
Promotes appropriate body language for listening 
Tolerating touch & cuddling with the parent; enjoy this time together 
Talk about the character’s feelings 

 
Book Reading can help to teach the “Concepts of Print:” 

Top to bottom 
Left to right 
Return sweep to next line 
Matching the spoken word to the printed word 
Recognize difference between words and letters 
Know that spaces divide words in a sentence 

 
Book Reading helps to teach the parts of a book  

Front cover 
Title page 
Illustrator 
Author 

 
Vocabulary Development  
As you read with your child, discuss meanings of words. 

Book reading can help to identify parts of speech at the very basic level of "who? doing what? 
where?" 
 

Book Reading reinforces Reading Concepts: 
 1.  To teach sequencing skills, let your child read to you in his or her own words by telling 
what is happening in the pictures of a favorite well-read book.  
 
 2.  Help your child use a variety of strategies to comprehend read-alouds (Ex:  retelling, pre-
dicting, using context clues to draw conclusions) – Before turning a page in a book, ask what the 
child thinks will happen next. 
 
The key to this activity is to do it regularly.  Also, it is ok to re-read favorite books. 

Pairing Literacy and Language Development 
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C . A . R . E .  V o l u n t e e r s  
P ar en t  v o l u n t eer s  w i l l  b e  av a i l -
a b l e  t o  a s s i s t  pa r e n ts  t h ro u g h  
t h e  spe c i a l  educa t i on  p r ocess .   
P ar en t s  m ay  be  a b l e  t o  p rov i d e  a   
d i f f e r e n t  per s pe c t i v e  t o  i s s u e s  
f a ced  by  the  f ami l y  o f  a  s t udent  
r e c e i v i n g  spec i a l  edu ca t i o n  se r -
v i c es .  
 

M e e t i n g  D a t e s :  
D e c  1 3 ,  2 0 0 6 — C a n y o n   
I n ter m e d i a t e  Sc h o o l  1 1 : 00  a .m .  
t o  1 : 00  p .m .  
A p r i l  1 2 ,  2 0 0 7 — C a n y o n   
I n ter m e d i a t e  Sc h o o l  1 1 : 00  a .m .  
t o  1 : 00  p .m .  
 
F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a se  
c o n t ac t  C i n d i e  W a l k e r  a t  8 30 -
2 21 - 2 04 7 .  

The purpose of the Communication, Advo-
cacy, Resources, and Education (CARE) 
group is to provide meaningful parent 
training on different special education 
issues, such as graduation requirements, 
agency support, etc. as well as to facilitate 
opportunities for parents to meet other 
families  for experience sharing and sup-
port. 

Information is provided through: 

N e w s l e t t e r s  
During the school year, at least 2 issues of 
“The Special Education Voice” are avail-
able for families of special education stu-
dents in the district.  This newsletter is 
available on the Comal ISD website under 
the Current News & Information link.  
The newsletter features perspectives from 
special education professionals, questions 
from parents, as well as information on 
upcoming training opportunities and/or 

other events of interest to the special 
education community.  
 
P a r e n t  M e e t i n g s  
The CARE group will meet 2 times a year.  
These meetings are open to the public and 
will focus on special education issues.  At 
these meetings, the group will provide 
information about programs of interest to 
the special education community.  Topics 
may include making transitions, TAKS 
testing issues, etc.   

 

P a r e n t  H a n d b o o k  
Many resources have been brought to-
gether in the Parent Handbook to help 
guide parents through the Special Educa-
tion process in CISD.  This handbook will 
be updated by CISD special e du c at i on  
s ta f f  a n d  m a d e  av a i l ab l e  t o  pa r -
e n t s .  

Crisis Prevention and Intervention (CPI) is a program designed to train individuals in implementing effec-
tive techniques when dealing with an agitated individual.  This program is designed to provide care, wel-
fare, safety and security for all individuals involved in a crisis situation.  All trainings will begin at 8:00 am 
and last until 4:00 pm.  If you would like more information or are interested in attending a training, please 
contact: 
Halcy Martin-Dean at 830-221-2095 or by email at halcy.dean@comalisd.org  
Dates of Trainings:  
January, 27, 2007 at Central Office    March 24, 2007 at Central Office  

Target Group: Students with identified 
significant disabilities age 18-22.  A stu-
dent with a significant disability is de-
fined as an individual who requires ex-
tensive ongoing support in more than one 
major life activity to participate in inte-
grated community settings and to enjoy 
the quality of life that is available to citi-
zens with fewer or no disabilities.   
 
If you have questions about this program, 
please contact Shanie Bowers at 830-221-
2058 or Sue Saur at 830-221-2000 ext. 
3237. 

This program is designed to provide 
services in the areas of post secondary 
education, integrated employment, 
vocational training, continuing and 
adult education, adult services, inde-
pendent living, community participa-
tion, social/recreation/leisure, and 
other important life considerations 
that address the interests, preferences, 
and needs of individual students ages 
18-22 in an environment that repli-
cates the environment of their peer 
group.  The program design focuses on 
transitioning the young adult from 
public school to the adult world in a 
manner that allows each participant to 

achieve his/her desired quality of life 
within an inclusive community pro-
viding natural supports. 
Students who participate in this pro-
gram must be 18-22 years of age and 
eligible for special education services, 
have completed 4 years of high school 
and minimum number of credits for 
graduation, have completed 1 year of 
supported employment for pay/1 year 
of on-the-job training in the commu-
nity, and commit to participate in the 
program for a minimum of 2 school 
years or until eligible for public 
school exit. 
 

C.A.R.E. 
Communication, Advocacy, Resource, and Education  

Crisis Prevention Intervention 

L.I.F.E. 
Living Independently through Functional Education 
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Region XIII (Austin) 
(512) 919-5313 
www.esc13.net 

 
 

Region XX (San Antonio) 
(210) 370-5200 
www.esc20.net 

Parent Training 

Region Service Centers 
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Parent’s Night Out 

The last Friday of every  
month from 6:00 to 9:00 
p.m., the Mark 9 Ministry 
will be hosting a Parent’s 
Night Out program at Oak-
wood Baptist Church for 

families with a child with 
special needs.  The Mark 9 
Ministry is partnering with 
Camp C.A.M.P., who has 
been hosting respite pro-
grams in and around San 
Antonio for over 20 years.  
There is  a “zero turn away” 
policy for disability, so it 
does not matter how mild 
or how involved the special 
need is.  We take siblings 
too, so parent’s get a real 
night off!!! 

 
The registration cost is $35 
per year per family.  A nurse 
or physician is always in at-
tendance.   
 
To register please contact 
Laura Christianson at (830) 
608-0158.   

L o c a l  W o r k s h o p s  
The Special Education 
Department would like 
to invite parents to at-
tend local workshops and 
training opportunities 
that address the needs of 
our special education 
population during the 
2006-2007 school year.  
 
 

Local workshops can be found 
on the Region XIII Education 
Service 
Center (www.esc13.net) 
and Region XX Education 
Service Center 
( www.esc20.net) websites.   
For more information 
please contact Halcy Mar-
tin-Dean, Special Educa-
tion Coordinator at 830-
221-2095. 



Comal Independent School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, religion, color, national origin, or disability in providing education services, activities, or programs.  It is the intent and 
policy of this district to conduct its activities in compliance with all Federal and State laws prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, sex, age, religion, color, national origin or disability. 

 
El Districto Independiente E scolar de Comal no discrimina a base de raza, sexo, edad, religión, color, origen nacional, o incapacidad en proveer servicios educacionales, actividades, o programas.  Es la intención 

y norma del Distrito de conducir sus actividades de acuerdo con todas las leyes Federales y Estatales prohibiendo discriminación a base de raza, sexo, edad, religión, color, origen nacional o incapacidad. 

The mission of Comal ISD, as the foundation of public education, is to provide extensive learning op-
portunities through the commitment of a broad range of district-wide resources to ensure that all students 
of our diverse communities have the opportunity to become contributing members of our changing soci-
ety.  
 
For more information contact: 
 

Deb Mahone, Executive Director of Special Programs 
830-221-2088 
 
Halcy Martin-Dean, Special Education Coordinator 
830-221-2095 
halcy.dean@comalisd.org 
 
Shanie Bowers, Special Education Coordinator for Secondary Programs 
830-221-2058 
shanie.bowers@comalisd.org 
 
Danell Rosenauer, Special Education Specialist for Middle School Programs 
830-221-2073 
danell.rosenauer@comalisd.org 
 
Cindie Walker, Special Education Coordinator for Elementary Programs 
830-221-2047 
cindie.walker@comalisd.org 
 
Lisa Walton, Lead Speech Pathologist/Assistive Technology Specialist 
830-221-2128 
lisa.walton@comalisd.org 

We are on the 
Web at 

www.comalisd.org 
 

 
1421 N. Business 35 

New Braunfels, Texas 78130 

Phone: 830-221-2000 
830-885-1791 
830-609-6280 

Fax: 830-221-2005 records 
Fax: (830) 221-2032 Director’s Office  

Special Education District Staff  



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



