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General Information

Middle School Information

Comal ISD’s (CISD) middle schools serve students in
grades 6-8. CISD provides middle school studemtsl&
balanced curriculum that meets the requirementkeof
Texas Education Agency (TEA).

The CISD academic program offers all students #mees
basic course of study. Students in grades 6-8eapgred to
take courses in English Language Arts, Math, Segeand
Social Studies.

During the middle school years, opportunities efast
students to broaden their academic and careermspdiod to
develop the foundation needed for success in ligbd.

In addition to the required courses, students ahopsional
courses (electives) in fine arts, languages ottear English,
courses in technology education, and career exjporar
may take additional physical education coursegctitle
course offerings may vary from school to schookldagpon
student requests and staff availability.

Middle schools offer Pre-Advanced Placement courses
selected areas of instruction. These coursesggovi
additional challenges within the traditional pragraf
instruction. Any student with the interest, antniti and
motivation to enroll in certain advanced academiarses
may do so with parent permission. Middle schotde a
offer selected courses for high school credit.

Alternative Credit Opportunities

Credit by Examination for Acceleration

Students may take exams offered by the Universifyeaas
or Texas Tech University for courses in which ni@pr
instruction has been received. A score of 90 rhast
achieved in order to receive credit for the courest dates
will be published in the spring and fall. Credyt b
examination for acceleration may be attempted airmam
of two times in each course. Students should cbata
counselor for registration information.

The following courses are approved for Credit by
Examination for Acceleration:

Grade 6
English Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, andri&e

Grade 7
English Language Arts, Math, Texas History, anc:8ce |

Grade 8

English Language Arts, Math, US History, Scienge Il
Spanish (for HS Credit), Health (for HS Credit)daé®peech
(for HS Credit).

Credit by Examination with Prior Instruction

A student must have had prior formal instructiomin
semester course to be eligible to gain credit laneration.
A score of 70 or above is required on the credit by
examination test. Credit by exam may be attempted
times in the same course. Some fees may apply.

Correspondence Courses

Only students in grades 9-12 are eligible to take
correspondence courses and earn credit towardsagrad.
Correspondence courses will not be approved fordMid
School students.

Middle School Pre-Advanced Placement
Program

What are Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP)
courses?

Pre-AP courses are on-grade level academicallyraxheh
courses designed to challenge motivated students to
understand rigorous content. The coursework reguire
students to engage in independent and analytical
assignments and to complete a substantial amownbii
outside of class. Comal ISD offers Pre-AP courges i
English, math, science, and social studies. Thectla for
the courses are built on the core academic cuumicul
following the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS) expectations for each course.

Pre-AP middle school courses are designed to peepar
students for high school Pre-AP and Advanced Plac¢m
(AP) courses. AP courses are college-level cousesht in
a high school setting. At the end of each AP coarsA&P
Exam is given. Qualifying scores on the AP exanms ca
enable students to receive college credit and/earackd
standing at a university or college.

Who Should Take Pre-AP Classes?
Students must display three characteristics tolleinrBre-
AP courses:
1. Interest in intense exploration of the course
material
2. Appropriate study skills
3. Strong personal commitment to accomplishing
objectives and requirements of course

Should students take all Pre-AP Classes?
Students are encouraged to challenge themselvedduuto
find a balance among advanced courses, extra-alaric
activities, and outside activities. Students stiadt feel
that they have to take all classes at the Pre-&l.IeThe
decision on the number of Pre-AP classes shoulthbe
individual decision based on the schedule andestesf
each student.



Grading and Evaluation

Report cards will be issued every nine weeks thnougthe
school year. In addition to report cards, the sthadll mail
interim progress reports every three weeks.

Grade Conversion

The following numerical values will be used fortéat
grades transferred to the school:

A+=97 | B+=88 | C+=179

A =94 |B =8| C =77 D =17

O T

A-=91 | B-=80| C-=75| D-

1
\l

Home School/Non Accredited Private
School

A student returning to public middle school fromrmfre
schooling or a non-accredited private school wékéd to
demonstrate mastery of basic skills up to the grada to
which he/she is assigned. Students will be givdis@ict-
approved, curriculum based assessment.

Promotion Policy

To be promoted from Grade 6 to Grade 7, GradeGréule
8, and Grade 8 to Grade 9, students must medteall t
following criteria:

1. Earn a yearly average of 70 or above in each of the
subjects of English Language Arts, Mathematics,
and Science or Social Studies.

2. Earn an overall average of 70 when all subjects
taken are averaged together.

3. Meet the 90 percent state-mandated requirement
for attendance.

4. 8" graders must pass TAKS Math and Reading for
promotion.

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and
Skills Information (TAKS)

The TAKS for each content area will be given tosalidents
according to state mandates. The following tess a
required at each grade level:

6" Grade: Math and Reading
7" Grade: Math, Reading, and Writing
8" Grade: Math, Reading, Science, and Social Studies

Please talk with your child’s counselor to detemnine
level and success of past and future testing.

6" Grade Course Options

All 6™ grade middle school students will attend the
following classes:

ELA Daily
Math Daily
Science Daily
Social Studies Daily
Wellness: PE Daily
(1) Fine Arts Elective Daily

Computer Applications
Youth Leadership

Daily$&mester)
Daily (1 Semester)

7" Grade Course Options

All 7™ grade middle school students will attend the
following classes:

ELA Daily

Math Daily

Science Daily

Social Studies Daily

PE/Athletics Daily

(1) Fine Art Elective Daily

Career Connections Daily (1 Semester)
1 Additional Semester Elective Daily (1 Sester)

8" Grade Course Options

All 8" grade middle school students will attend the
following classes:

ELA Daily

Math Daily

Science Daily

Social Studies Daily

2 Electives Daily

Speech Daily (1 Semester)
Health Daily (1 Semester)

Physical Education Requirement

Students in middle school may fulfill the Distrist’
requ|rement for physical activity by:
Taking a TEKS based physical education class or a
substitute approved by the District;
Participating in a TEKS-based structured
extracurricular activity or in an approved private
commercially sponsored physical activity program;
or
Participating in an Olympic-caliber physical
activity program approved by the District.

Private or commercially-sponsored physical actiti
include those certified by the superintendent tofieigh
quality and well supervised by appropriately traine
instructors. Student participation of at leaséfhours per
week must be required. Students certified to pigete at
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this level may not be dismissed from any part efrégular
school day.

Olympic level participation and/or competition inde a
minimum of 15 hours of highly intensive, professin
supervised training. The training facility, insttois and the
activities involved in the program must be certiftey the
superintendent to be of exceptional quality. Stiisle
qualifying and participating at this level may hisrdissed
from school one hour per day and may not miss &assc
other than physical education. The certified unstior must
provide grades to the school each nine weeks.

Summer School

Students may attend an accredited summer schaofided
that approval of the principal or counselor is aed before
enrolling. Summer school work can be used forptingose
of making up work that has been failed during gngutar
term or strengthening areas where a student is.weak



Course Descriptions
For Students and Parents

Please Note:

Courses in this guide may not be available on ahtgpuses or may not be offered in a
given year. Other than required courses, coursesyrwary based on the number of
student requests for the course.



6" Grade

English Language Arts - 1161
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None

Students will develop an understanding for readimiting,
research, listening, speaking, and the oral antlemri
conventions of English language. Students will grega
activities that build on their prior knowledge asidlls in
order to strengthen their reading, writing, and tamaguage
skills. In addition, students will continue to adds earlier
standards as needed while they attend to stanttarteeir
grade level. Students will be expected to readvenité on a
daily basis.

Pre-AP English Language Arts - 1162
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None

Pre-AP curriculum serves as the foundation for the
Advanced Placement Program. Emphasis is placed on
developing critical and creative thinking and as@\yof the
style of selected authors and works through reduire
reading, discussions, essays, and exams. Sumnaéngea
will be required.

English for Speakers of Other Languages - 1401,
1402, 1403

Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: State and District Criteria

ESOL is the language arts class for students famvh
English is their * language. Emphasis is placed on
vocabulary, grammar, usage, and spelling. Listpaimd
speaking skills, composition, language usage, &l
literacy are also developed through the studytefdiure.

Mathematics - 2161
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6

Students develop an understanding of, and fluenty, w
multiplication and division of fractions (rationalimbers).
They use reasoning about multiplication and divigio
solve rate, ratio, and proportion problems. Stuslemntte
mathematical expressions and equations as webraged
and use formulas to connect the learning to realdvo
problem solving.

Pre-AP Mathematics - 2162

Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: Demonstrated ability and
recommendation

High-achieving 8 grade students demonstrating advanced
mathematics skills receive modified math instruttfieading to

8" grade algebra and subsequent Pre-AP and AP mathema
courses at the high school. This course will calierentire §
grade and 7 grade mathematics curriculum. Special emphasis
is placed on problem-solving and applying concégssned to
real-world situations.

Science - 3161
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6

Sixth grade science is an integrated course olf glifet, and
physical science concepts. Students will be erdjage
numerous hands-on laboratory investigations whinplesize
process skills such as experimental design andjusois to
collect, record, and analyze data. Topics of sindiude:
space; properties of matter; energy transformatifomses and
motion; the rock cycle; water sheds; interactioesMeen matter
and energy; and structure and function of organisims
addition, students will learn about safe behavipuherty, and
the reproductive system through the “Worth the Wait
curriculum. Students are encouraged to compéteeiComal
ISD Science Fair.

Pre-AP Science - 3162
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6

Pre-AP Science is a writing intensive course recemued
for students with a strong interest in science goad study
habits. The concepts covered are the sam& gsale
Science, except that students will be requiredeteetbp
critical and creative thinking and analyze realddor
situations. In addition, students will learn absate
behaviors, puberty, and the reproductive systeoutyin the
“Worth the Wait” curriculum. Students are required to
complete a project based on the ARASE guidelined are
encouraged to enter their campus Science Fair. Qfyahg
projects will be required to compete in the Com&D
Science Fair. Fairs will involve time commitmentsitside
of the CISD academic calendar that will be specifian
project guidelines.

Social Studies - 4161
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6

Students study people and places of the contempw@nid, the
influence of individuals on events and the diffgrimture of
citizenship. Students will identify different wagé organizing
economic and governmental systems. Students avitipare
institutions and the effects of technology on stege A wide
variety of primary and secondary source materiabkisd to teach
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the strands of knowledge and skills listed in tlexds Essential
Knowledge and Skills. Students are encouragednaete in
their campus History Fair.

Pre-AP Social Studies - 4162
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None

Pre-AP Social Studies is a writing intensive coute is
designed for students with a high academic intenedt
strong work ethic. Students will study people afates of
the contemporary world similar to 6th grade with an
emphasis on higher level thinking skills and reatha
problem solvingStudents are required toomplete a
project based on National/Texas History Fair guidieés
and are encouraged to compete in their campus Higto
Fair. Qualifying projects will be required to entehe
CISD History Fair. Fairs will involve time commitrants
outside of the CISD academic calendar that will be
specified in project guidelines.

Wellness: Physical Education - 7300
Full Year Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None

Physical education classes introduce studentyéviaty of
individual and team activities, many of which afetime
sports. Examples may include:

flag football softball weights & conditioning
soccer golf track & field
basketball tumbling outdoor eatian
badminton fithess testing legiball

aerobics tennis

In all activities, basic skills, rules, terminolggynd
sportsmanship are taught. A wellness unit is asglit
through the physical education classes. Gradelsamed on
participation, skills testing, and written testing. health
education, students acquire the health informadimh skills
necessary to become healthy adults and learn dlebatviors
in which they should and should not participate.

7" Grade

English Language Arts - 1171
Full Year Grade: 7
Prerequisite: None G"’&

Students will develop an understanding for readiiting,
research, listening, speaking, and the oral antlemri
conventions of English language. Students will giega
activities that build on their prior knowledge asidlls in
order to strengthen their reading, writing, and taaguage
skills. In addition, students will continue to adds earlier
standards as needed while they attend to stanttartieeir
grade level. Students will be expected to readvenité on a

daily basis

Pre-AP English Language Arts - 1172
Full Year Grade: 7
Prerequisite: None

Pre-AP curriculum serves as the foundation for the
Advanced Placement Program. Emphasis is placed on
developing critical and creative thinking and as&yof the
style of selected authors and works through reduire
reading, discussions, essays, and exams. Sumnaéngea
will be required.

English for Speakers of Other Languages - 1401,
1402, 1403

Full Year Grade: 7
Prerequisite: State and District Criteria

ESOL is the language class for students for whogligmis
their 2 language. Emphasis is placed on vocabulary,
grammar, usage, and spelling. Listening and spgaki
skills, composition, language usage, and visualdity are
also developed through the study of literature.

7" Grade Mathematics - 2171
Full Year Grade: 7
Prerequisite: None

Students develop an understanding of proportignalit
and ratio to describe and solve situations invavin
discounts, interest, taxes, and percent of increase
decrease. They compose and decompose 2- and
3- dimensional objects to create and validate fdasu
for surface area and volume. Students extend their
learning in addition, multiplication, subtractionda
division to integers and rational numbers by apyjythe
properties of arithmetic to consider negative nursle
everyday contexts.

Pre-Algebra - 2172

Full Year Grade: 7
Prerequisite: Pre-AP 6" Grade Math OR
Demonstrated ability according to District criteria

A course of instruction leading td'@rade algebra and
subsequent Pre-AP and AP mathematics courses higtne
school; this course reviews arithmetic procedui lzegins
a student’s investigation of algebraic conceptsidénts
develop fluency in number, operation and quanti¢ati
reasoning, and develop and describe geometric and
mathematical patterns all leading to sustainalyelakic
thinking.
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Science - 3171
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7

Seventh grade science is an integrated courseathf &ée,
and physical science concepts. Students will lgaged in
numerous hands-on laboratory investigations which
emphasize process skills such as experimental mesig
using tools to collect, record, and analyze dd@pics of
study include: physical and chemical propertiesyida’s
Laws of Motion; the solar system; weathering arabiem;
energy transformations; genetic traits; and how dum
activity impacts Earth’s resources. In additidandgnts will
learn about safe behaviors, puberty, and the rejotie
system through the “Worth the Wait” curriculum.u@¢nts
are encouraged to compete in the Comal ISD SciEaire

Pre-AP Science - 3172
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7

Pre-AP ' grade Science is a writing intensive course
recommended for students with a strong interestience
and good study skills. The concepts covered arsdahee as
7" grade Science, except that students will be redui
develop critical and creative thinking and analyea!-world
situations. In addition, students will learn absate
behaviors, puberty, and the reproductive systeoutiir the
“Worth the Wait” curriculum Students are required to
complete a project based on the ARASE guidelined are
required to compete in their campus Science Fair.
Qualifying projects will be required to enter thel€D
Science Fair. Fairs will involve time commitmentsatside
of the CISD academic calendar that will be specifim
project guidelines.

Texas History - 4171
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7

Students will study the history of Texas from eaityes to the
present. Areas of study will include Native Amaris prior to
European exploration through the eras of missiafding,
colonization, revolution, republic, and statehoadh a focus on
individuals, events, and issues and their impadbday’s
society. Students identify the regions of Texas describe the
structure and functions of government. Studenlisewamine
the rights and responsibilities of Texas citizadsntify different
ethnic groups who contributed to Texas culture, amalyze the
impact of science and technology on the lives ofahs. A
wide variety of primary and secondary source makésiused to
teach the strands of knowledge and skills listethénTEKS.
Students are encouraged to compete in the camptisridFair.

Pre-AP Texas History - 4172
Full Year Grade: 7
Prerequisite: None

Pre-AP Texas History is a writing intensive coultsat is
designed for students with a high academic intenedt
strong work ethic. Students will study the histofylexas

from early times to the present as fhgtade Texas History,
with an emphasis on higher level thinking skillsotingh
independent reading, analytical writing and in-thept
discussionsStudents are required to complete a project
based on National/Texas History Fair guidelines aage
required to compete in their campus History Fair.
Qualifying projects will be required to enter théISD
History Fair. Fairs will involve time commitmentsidgside
of the CISD academic calendar that will be specifia
project guidelines.

8" Grade

English Language Arts - 1181
Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: None

Students will develop an understanding for readivriting,
research, listening, speaking, and the oral andenri
conventions of English language. Students will grega
activities that build on their prior knowledge asidlls in
order to strengthen their reading, writjrajd orallanguage
skills. In addition, students will continue to addressiear!
standards as needed while they attend to stanttartiseir
grade level. Students will be expected to readvenité on a

daily basis

Pre-AP English Language Arts - 1182
Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: None

Pre-AP curriculum serves as the foundation for the
Advanced Placement Program. Emphasis is placed on
developing critical and creative thinking and as&yof the
style of selected authors and works through reduire
reading, discussions, essays, and exams. Sumnaéngea
will be required.

English for Speakers of Other Languages -
1401, 1402, 1403

Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: State and District Criteria

In eighth grade, ESOL students continue to devskilfs in
listening, speaking, composition, language, litemtand
visual literacy. Spelling, vocabulary, grammarges, and
mechanics are all integral parts of the programmpEasis is
placed on the writing process and improving reading
comprehension.

Pre-Algebra (8" Grade Mathematics) - 2181
Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: None

Students use linear equations to represent redttwor
situations. They develop understanding of slopetesof
change and how it can be manipulated to prediciome in
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many contexts. They learn to compose and decompose
objects in 2- and 3-dimensional space to descithidasity
and to see it as application of proportionalityudgnts use
descriptive statistics to summarize and compaecfaiata.

Algebra | - 2153

Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: Successful completion of 7
Grade Pre-Algebra OR demonstrated ability
according to District criteria

Algebra | will expand students’ understanding ofniner,
operation, and quantitative reasoning; patterns,
relationships, and algebraic thinking; geometry;
measurement; and probability and statistics. Specia
emphasis is placed on problem solving and applinadf
skills and concepts. Students will also be inseddh the
use of the graphing calculator. Upon successfulptetion,
this course grants high school credit, which may be
applied toward one of the four required high school
math courses. The grade earned will be factored ia
the student’s high school GPA and class rank.

Science - 3181
Full Year
Prerequisite None

Grade: 8

Eighth grade science is an integrated course ¢fi,ear
life, and physical science concepts. Studentshaill
engaged in numerous hands-on laboratory investigsti
which emphasize process skills such as experimental
design and using tools to collect, record, andyeeal
data. Topics of study include: properties of maditeal
chemical reactions; the universe; genetics; progedf
waves; the rock cycle; and how natural events and
human activities can alter Earth systems. In &midit
students will learn about safe behaviors, pubaryg, the
reproductive system through the “Worth the Wait”
curriculum. Students are encouraged to competeein
Comal ISD Science Fair.

Pre-AP Science - 3182
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 8

Pre-AP & grade Science is a writing intensive course
recommended for students with a strong interestience
and good study habits. The concepts covered argathe as
8" grade Science, except that students will be redui
develop critical and creative thinking and analyea!-world
situations. In addition, students will learn absate
behaviors, puberty, and the reproductive systeoutiir the
“Worth the Wait” curriculumStudents are required to
complete a project based on ARASE guidelines and ar
required to compete in their campus Science Fair.
Qualifying projects will be required to enter thel€D
Science Fair. Fairs will involve time commitmentsitside
of the CISD academic calendar that will be specifim
project guidelines.

American History - 4181
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 8

Students study the history of the United Statesifcolonization
through Reconstruction. Students analyze politeadjal, and
economic issues and events within the colonial and
revolutionary eras, the development of the U.S.dsfiartion, the
challenges of the early Republic, westward expansio
sectionalism, Civil War and Reconstruction. Studesxamine
the physical characteristics of the U.S. and timgract on how
and where Americans lived, the American beliefs prikciples
reflected in historical documents such as the G@hstitution,
the effects of major Supreme Court cases and reform
movements, and the impact of science and technaloghe
development of the U.S. A wide variety of primairyd
secondary source material is used to teach thedstraf
knowledge of skill listed in the TEKSStudents are encouraged
to compete in the campus History Fair.

Pre-AP American History - 4182
Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: None

Pre-AP American History is a writing intensive ceeithat
is designed for students with a high academic ésteand
strong work ethic. Students will study the histofythe
United States from colonization through Reconstounct
similar to 8th grade American History, with an erapis on
higher level thinking skills through independerdding,
analytical writing and in-depth discussiogudents are
required to complete a project based on Nationak#se
History Fair guidelines and are required to compeite
their campus History Fair. Qualifying projects wilbbe
required to enter the CISD History Fair. Fairs wilnvolve
time commitments outside of the CISD academic calen
that will be specified in project guidelines.

ELECTIVES - CONTENT COURSE
DESCRIPTIONS for 6 - 8" Grade

Beginning Art - 6101
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6 -7

Art | is a creative performance class designedetp Hevelop
perception, expression, historical heritage, aftecat evaluation
through the following activities: drawing, desigrainting,
sculpture, and crafts. A list of needed suppliele purchased by
the student is furnished for each student at tiginbeng of this
course.
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Intermediate Art - 6102
Full Year
Prerequisite: BeginningArt

Grade: 7 -8

Art 1l is designed to further inventive and imadina
expression through the following activities: dragiesign,
painting, printmaking, sculpture, and crafts. Atelps
develop visual judgment, critical thinking, and a®reess of
creative job opportunities. A list of needed sugplio be
purchased by the student is furnished for eaclestuat the
beginning of this course.

Art|-6014
Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: None. *Art fees are assessed

This course is for High School credit. Students may fulfill fine
arts or elective requirements for HS graduatiosigcessfully
completing this cours@.he grade earned will be factored into
the student’s high school GPA and class rankBeginning art
encompasses a wide variety of experiences, fromesies and
principles of art to art history. Students areasadl to a variety
of media both two and three dimensional; penck, aharcoal,
pastel, tempera, watercolor, clay, and printmak8gne media
may vary. The goal is for students to gain an ustdeding and
appreciation of art.

Choir | - 6361/6301
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6-8

The primary focus of choral music is to instructdsnts

in the basic skills of voice production, choraltteirjue,
and musicianship iarder to sing as a performing group.
Sight-reading, voice control, harmony, and eantraj

are emphasized. Choral Music serves as an isttialy

of vocal music.

Choir 1l - 6302
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7 -8

The choir director assigns the course number as
appropriate for the student. The primary focustairal
music is to instruct students in the basic skiflsace
production, choral technique, and musicianshiprder
to sing as a performing group. Sight-reading, @oic
control, harmony, and ear training are emphasized.
These choir members perform individually at corsert
and may compete at the University Interscholastic
League Concert and Sight-Reading Competition in the
spring. Attendance at rehearsals and all aftepech
performances is required. Choral Music (Choiryssr
as an initial study of voice music or as a contifmraof
previous year studies

Theatre Arts | - 6601
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6 -7

Theatre Arts | encourages self-expression through a
study of pantomime, interpretive speaking, and @it&m
interpretation. Facets of producing a one-act play
including staging, property maintenance, lightiaggd
acting are introduced in this course.

Theatre Arts 1l - 6602
Full Year
Prerequisite: Theatre Arts |

Grade: 7 -8

These advanced level courses emphasize in-depth
development of the individual actor and the horohg
performance skills. It focuses on the presentatiom
final dramatic production.

Youth Leadership - 4201
1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6

This class consists of 4 basic units of study:

- utilizing resources (Middle School transition
information, time management, study skills, multi-
media tools);
communication (building positive relationships and
presenting information effectively);
critical thinking (scientific process, logic, andadysis
skills); and
character development (anti-bullying, citizenslzipd
positive behavior development) .

Band | - 6261, 6262, 6263
Full Year
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 6

This course is the beginning study of instrumentasic. A
rental fee is charged to offset any repair costs on
instruments owned by the school district.

Band Il - 6201, 6202, 6203, 6204
Full Year Grade: 7-8
Prerequisite: District recommendation

Grades 7 and 8 Band are full year courses of traysif
instrumental music. There are several concert padaces,
parade performances, and competitions in

solo and ensemble each year. These band members
perform individually at concerts and may competthat
University Interscholastic League Concert and Sight
Reading Competition in the spring. Attendance at
rehearsals and all after-school performances igined,
A rental fee is charged to offset any repair costs
instruments owned by the school district. The &ive
assigns course numbers based on student ability.
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Critical Thinking through Cultural
Awareness | - 9163

Full Year

Prerequisite: GT Identified

Grade: 6

This class is designed to meet specific needs ofrtified
Gifted and Talented students Emphasis is on intellectual
exploration and the development of critical thirkind
problem solving through an appreciation of cultus
enrichment curriculum integrates core content aaeas
explores the process of problem solving througth bot
independent and team-based development of advanced
projects. This class incorporates aspects of contation,
character development and effective use of
technology/resources. Assessment is based on badiugt
quality and process skill.

Critical Thinking through Cultural
Awareness Il - 9173

Full Year

Prerequisite: GT Identified

Grade: 7

This class is designed to meet specific needs ofntified
Gifted and Talented students Students will continue to
explore the process of critical thinking and prablgolving
and begin to implement and expand the processghran
appreciation of cultures. Research skills and ofnities
for creativity will be promoted. High level prodscind the
process associated with critical thinking will Esassed.

Critical Thinking through Cultural
Awareness IIl - 9183

Full Year

Prerequisite: GT Identified

Grade: 8

This eighth grade class is designed to meet specifieeds
of identified Gifted and Talented students Students will
apply the process of critical thinking and creativeblem
solving through an appreciation of cultures. Tharse
requires high-level, independent and team-basefearative
experiences leading to the development of advanced
products Students will be required to participate in the
Texas Performance Standards Project in an area oheir
interest as a final product.

Athletics - Boys: 7171, 7181, Girls 7271, 7281
Full Year Grade: 7 -8
Prerequisite: Sports Physical

Athletic Physical Education may include football,
basketball, volleyball, track and field, golf, atedhnis.
Some of the sports meet before or after schooks&h
students also participate in strength and conditgpn
activities during off-season to enhance their
opportunities for success in seasonal competition.

Attendance at all practices and competitions isiireq.
Students must have a physical examination by acakdi
doctor to participate in competitive athletics.

Dance Team - 7501
Full Year
Prerequisite: Tryouts

Grade: 7 -8

Dance Team is devoted to promoting spirit and
sportsmanship in all middle school activities. iRities
include dance preparation for half-time shows, gasa
pep rallies and other spirit activities. Therelaiko be
class instruction in exercise, advanced dance and
lifetime sports throughout the year.

Cheerleading - 7401
Full Year
Prerequisite: Tryouts

Grade: 7 -8

Cheerleading is devoted to promoting spirit and
sportsmanship in all middle school activities. This
course develops students' understanding of cheer
techniques, stunt building, and dance movement.
Studentslso participate in intense physical
conditioning. The student pays costs incurred fthis
course. This is a non-competitive program. Ang afh
competitions will be required to be outside of sichool
sponsorship.

Physical Education - 7360, 7370, 7380, 7300
Full Year Grade: 6-8
Prerequisite: None

Physical education classes will include a varidtieam
and individual/lifetime sports as well as fithessla
wellness activities and concepts. In all actigitithe
students will continue skill development, learresyl
game strategy, terminology, and sportsmanship.dé€xa
are based on participation, skills, and writtetste State
fitness testing will also be included each semester

Health - 7604
1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 8

Health is a study of the care of the body andyittesns, as
well as the relationship of personal behavior tdvess.
Some topics covered are consumer health, nutrisex,
education for family living, use and abuse of talmgc
alcohol and drugs, and growth and development.
Community health, environmental studies, diseaseds,
first aid and safety are also studi€this course yields
high school credit. The grade earned will be facted
into the student’s high school GPA and class rank.
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Exploratory Spanish - 1801
1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7

Exploratory Spanish introduces the students t&ihenish
language and culture. Students learn through atyaof
activities, including games, partner interactiose of
textbook, video programs, computer software, and
audiotapes. The course helps prepare studentggtor h
school Spanish.

Spanish | - 1813

Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: Exploratory Spanish
Recommended

This course provides an introduction to the five Cs
communicatior(speaking, listening, reading, writing);
culture (understanding of the people, practices, prodacts
perspectives);onnectiongwith other subject areas);
comparisongown culture/language with another); and
communitiegusing language beyond the school setting for
personal and career developmeit)is course yields high
school credit. The grade earned will be factorechio the
student’s high school GPA and class rank.

Communications Applications
(Speech) - 1244

1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 8

This course focuses on understanding and develatillg
in oral communication. Using technological resosfce
students will be expected to identify, analyze,alep, and
evaluate communication skills needed for success in
interpersonal, social, and academic situations.
Communications Applications is a high school credit
Speech course.The grade earned will be factored into
the student’s high school GPA and class rank.

Math Improvement - 2569, 2579, 2589, 2509
Full Year Grade: 6-8
Prerequisite: Campus recommendation

The course is in addition to the grade level matitérs
course. lItis designed to assist students who hate
performed well on the mathematics portion of TAKS.
The course includes reviewing addition, subtragtion
multiplication, and division; decimals; perfect sqges;
integers; mental math skills; estimation skillsgan
analysis of word problems. Placement in this oaiss
by campus recommendation.

Reading Improvement - 1569, 1579, 1589, 1509
Full Year Grade: 6-8
Prerequisite: Campus recommendation

This course is in addition to the grade level laaggiarts
course. lItis designed for students who have adbpmed

well on the reading or writing portion of TAKS. @&ltourse
provides for individualized instruction, includimgmputer-
based instruction (Read 180), to meet each stuglanijue
need in decoding and comprehension.

Skills for Living - 8401
1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7 -8

This is an activity based course providing studevits
practical information in the areas of personal
development, family and community responsibilities,
parent-child relationships, food and nutrition,thlag
care and construction, housing, and career praparat
Students are required to apply academic learniwgitd
the solutions of real-world responsibilities. Thiass is
full of new and exciting information that you wilhd
helpful during Middle School and high School ashasl
the rest of your life.

Technology Education | (Shop) - 8501
1 Semester Grade: 7-8
Prerequisite: None

An overview course designed to increase the stiglent
understanding of the development and use of
technology. The course provides an introduction to
technology in the areas of bio-related technology,
communication, computer applications, construction,
energy, power, transportation, and manufacturirgingy
hands-on problem solving and creative activities,
students develop an understanding of technologytand
impacts. Activities in this course may includeigasg
and making products, assessing technology, cotistguc
models of buildings, using computers, investigasotar
energy, and using tools and machines.

Technology Education Il (Shop) - 8502
1 Semester Grade: 7-8
Prerequisite: None

This course is an exploratory course designedvesitigate
the types of activities performed in the constiuetnd
manufacturing industry, and through laboratory egrees,
allow students to explore the skills and technaegif these
industries. Content includes the application ohtexdtogy;
the design of products and services; emergingysafet
maintenance of technology; codes, laws and stasdard
marketing, and technology-related career explonatio

Exploring Agriculture - 8181
1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 8

This comprehensive basic agriculture course isgthesi
to introduce the areas of agriculture. The counskides
leadership activities, communications, and animal
science.
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Technology Applications/Multimedia - 5201
1 Semester Grade: 6
Prerequisite: None

Technology Applications/Multimedia focuses

on the use of applications, including word proaagsi
graphics, spreadsheets, databases, and communs;atio
to introduce a broad spectrum of computer
fundamentals. Additionally, students will learncieate
multimedia presentations, learn the basics of orgat
and/or enhancing digitized computer art and anionati
and accessing needed information from LAN’s, ared th
Internet. In this class, students will implemeatigus
types of hardware and software to explore computer
concepts. This course also provides the studehtthe
history of the computer and the impact of the cotapu
on society.

Career Connections - 8474
1 Semester
Prerequisite: None

Grade: 7

This course is an activity-based career developrmuntse
which provides linkages between classroom expegignc
community resources, and career choices to redtiwor
outcomes. Opportunities to develop and/or impreié
awareness in relation to career opportunities gutidies and
related education, training and lifelong learniagg success
in all adult roles will be provided through classno
activities and job shadowing experiences in theroomity.
Opportunities to explore a variety of career opiarithin a
specific career concentration will be provided lto a
participants. Each student will develop a six ygan to
include opportunities to plan for and earn duatitreshile

in high school.This course yields high school credit.

Yearbook - 1781
Full Year

Prerequisite: None

This course is designed for highly motivated, inelegent
and creative individuals who wish to learn how teate and
design a school yearbook using desktop publishing
software. Students are asked to bring a 3 or Mmaxga
pixel digital camera, if they own one, for the les®on
photography. Students are invited to attend a-dtayr
summer camp held at Texas State University.

Grade: 7 -8

Office Aide - 9281, 9282
1 Semester or Full Year Grade: 8
Prerequisite: Administrator Approval

A course designed to allow students the opportunitgarn
responsibility through assisting educational prei@sals.
Skills that may be learned are as follows: filiphpne
etiquette, peer assistance, use of office equipment
communication skills, and others. Because confielkty
and quality of work are essential for this posititre
student may not have a history of disciplinaryawctions,
and will need a teacher recommendation and an
administrator’s approval.

ELECTIVES WILL BE OFFERED SUBJECT
TO MINIMUM ENROLLMENT AND
TEACHER AVAILABILITY.
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Your Future Begins Now!

(The information that follows is designed to hefzgnts and students plan for their future in higfosl.)

GRADUATION PLAN

22 26 Distinguished 26
Minimum Credits | Taken Recommended Credits | Taken Achievement Credits | Taken
English | 1 English | 1 English | 1
English Il 1 English Il 1 English Il 1
English IlI 1 English IlI 1 English Il 1
English IV 1 English IV 1 English IV 1
Algebra | 1 Algebra | 1 Algebra | 1
Geometry 1 Geometry 1 Geometry 1
Math 1 Algebra Il 1 Algebra Il 1
Biology 1 Math 1 Math 1
Integrated Physics & Chemistry 1 Biology 1 Biology 1
\World Geography or World History 1 Chemistry 1 Chemistry 1
U.S. History 1 Physics 1 Physics 1
Government Science 1 Science 1
Economics \World Geography 1 World Geography 1
Health or \World History 1 World History 1
Health Science Technology 5 U.S. History 1 U.S. History
P.E. or substitute 5 Government .5 Government
P.E. or substitute 5 Economics .5 Economics 5
P.E. or substitute 5 Second Language Level | 1 Second Language Level | 1
Technology Applications 1 Second Language Level Il 1 Second Language Level Il 1
Communication Applications 5 Health or Second Language Level Il 1
Academic Elective (1 of 3) 1 Health Science Technology 5 Health or
World History Art, Choir, Dance, Thtr., Band 1 Health Science Technology 5
World Geography P.E. or substitute 5 Art, Choir, Dance, Thtr., Band 1
Science P.E. or substitute .5 P.E. or substitute 5
Additional Electives 5.5 P.E. or substitute .5 P.E. or substitute .5
Technology Applications 1 P.E. or substitute .5
Communication Applications .5 Technology Applications 1
Additional Electives 35 Communication Applications 5
Additional Electives 25

Note:

Since the fall of 2004, all high school studentsraquired to
complete either the recommended or distinguishad, pinless

determined otherwise through committee.

Graduation requirements are subject to change las&BOE

rule making.

4 Advanced Measures**
Tech Prep

Original Research/Project (0-
2)**

Test Data (0-4)**

College Course (0-4)**
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Grade Level Classifications

Freshman 1st year 0-4.5 earned credits
Sophomore 2nd year (+) and 5-9.5 earnedtsredi
Junior 3rd year (+) and 10-17.5 edroredits
Senior 4th year (+) and 18 earmedits

These classifications are based on the numbeleditsr
actually completed prior to registration. Studearts not
reclassified during the school year except for ehtsl who
will graduate within the current school year.

Grade Point Average

A total grade point average (GPA) is calculatedefach
student using a weighted system. The GPA is a catival
average of all semester grades of all courses taken
computing the cumulative GPA at the end of eachesten,
5 points are added for each Dual Credit and Pred\rse
and 10 points are added for each AP course.

Extra points are not

. shown on the report card grades;

. shown on the transcript grades;

. added in qualifying for semester exam exemption

. added in calculating weighted rank points fass rank;

. added for honor roll determination;

. added for Academic Jacket Award determination;

. added to change AP/Pre-AP class to a passing
grade.

NOoO O~ WNE

Beginning with the 2009-10 school year, all entergn
Freshmen may fall under a new state required Unifam
GPA system, if approved by the Higher Education
Coordinating Board. Details will be forthcoming stould
this occur.

Class Rank

Official class standing reports shall be issuesttments
following each semester of high school of the ragathool
year. Class rank shall be determined using a weiyystem
that supports academic achievement and rigor. &pert
shall designate the position of each student xeldt

other students in the graduating class.

The position or rank shall be reported as “number ()
out of ( ) students in graduating class.” Examp
Student A is ranked number 6 in a class of 480.

Senior class ranking for the purpose of determining
Valedictorian, Salutatorian, and for recognizingesttop
ranking students is calculated at the end of thenite
weeks.

Please refer to Board Policy EIC Local for furtbetails
regarding Academic Honors for Seniors.

Distinguished Achievement Program

The Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP) recogsi
students in CISD who:
Demonstrate levels of performance equivalent ttegel
students; or
Demonstrate work done at a professional level én th
arts, sciences, business, industry, or communityjicse

The Distinguished Achievement Program requiresesitsd
to:
Complete the graduation requirements for the
Distinguished Achievement Graduation Plan; and
Complete a total of four advanced measures from the
following categories:

Advanced Measures

1. Original Research and /or Project which is:
Judged by a panel of professionals in the field tha
is the focus of the project; or
Conducted under the direction of mentor(s) and
reported to an appropriate audience; and
Related to the required curriculum set forth in 874
of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
(TEKS).

(May not be used for more than two of the four mess

2. Test data where a student receives:
A score of three or above on a College Advanced
Placement examination;
A score of four or higher on an International
Baccalaureate examination; or
A score on the Preliminary Scholastic Assessment
Test (PSAT) that qualifies a student for recognitio
as a Commended Scholar or higher by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation, as part of the
National Hispanic Scholar Program of the College
Board, or as part of the National Achievement
Scholarship Program for Outstanding Negro
Students. The PSAT score may count as only one
advanced measure regardless of the number of
honors received.

(May be used for all four measures)

3. College coursework/credit through the followimgans:
- Concurrent enrollment in a college course and a

grade of 3.0 or higher;
Approved dual credit courses where a student earns
a grade of 80 or higher;
Any Technical Preparation (Tech Prep) coherent
sequence of courses offered by CISD in which the
student earns an 80 or higher and/or receives
specific certification or professional licensure;
Advanced Technical Credit (ATC) courses offered
by CISD. Student must be a junior or senior and
earn a grade of 80 or higher

(May be used for all four measures)
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Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) and
Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) Courses

Pre-AP Courses include specific content and am#vit
designed to prepare students for both TAKS exards an
success in college-level Advanced Placement coutsssth
of material requires students to read and writeresitely in
and out of class.

Advanced Placement (AP) Courses

AP Courses are developed by the College Board and a
designed to provide college level studies for highool
students using college level materials and strasegi
Amount and depth of material requires studentg&al mand
requires students to develop advanced reasoning and
problem-solving skills.

AP and Pre-AP Grading Policies

Student performance is evaluated on rigorous stdeda
appropriate for the grade and content of the cougmurses
are weighted when figuring grade point averagefandlass
rank; however, actual grades earned will appeallaeport
cards and transcripts. If the course is droppgeslun-
weighted grade transfers to the new class.

AP _Examinations

Students enrolled in an AP course are requiredke the
corresponding AP examination. The cost of exanshésed
by student and district. Fees are greatly redfmestudents
with proven financial need as evidenced througHie or
reduced lunch program.

Who Should Take AP and Pre-AP Classes?
Students must display three characteristics tolleinrBre-
AP and AP courses:
1. Interestin intense exploration of the courseerial
2. Appropriate study skills
3. Strong personal commitment to accomplishing
objectives and requirements of course

Should students take all Pre-AP or AP Classes?
Students are encouraged to challenge themselvedsuuto
find a balance among advanced courses, extra-alaric
activities, and outside activities. Students stiawdt feel
that they have to take all classes at the Pre-ARefé&l. The
decision on the number of Pre-AP/AP classes shoailan
individual decision based on the schedule andestesf
each student.

Credit Obtained through College Programs

Comal ISD (CISD) provides college level opportugstfor
credit. Students must meet eligibility and enratm
requirements at the participating college. To inec®AP
credit, the grade must be a “B” or better.

Dual Credit — Dual credit courses are college level
courses that students can take for both high school
graduation credit and college credit. All college

level courses are not “dual credit” courses. CISD
has analyzed college courses against the state
curriculum and has determined which coursed will
be accepted as dual credit. This list may be
obtained from the school counselor.

Concurrent Enrollment — Concurrent enrollment
courses are college courses students can take for
college credit while enrolled in high school.
Students should check with their high school
counselor to determine if the concurrent course can
be applied to high school graduation requirements.
(Core subject courses should not be taken for
concurrent enroliment.) Concurrent courses also
count for DAP advanced measures.

Credit in Escrow — A course that is part of a Tech-
Prep Articulation Agreement is a credit-in-escrow
course. The course is taken at the high schoel lev
and the student receives state graduation credit.
College credit is based on the articulation
agreement with the respective college. For
information on the Tech-Prep Articulation
Agreements contact the school counselor.
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