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CLHS opens new school store
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As undeniably beautiful as Canyon Lake High School and its surrounding Texas Hill Country landscape are, the campus is definitely isolated from any major source of school supplies.

Want to shop at a Walmart Supercenter? Better head to New Braunfels. 

What about a Super Target? It’s time to gas up your vehicle for a trip to San Antonio.

Canyon Lake High librarian Nancy Hartman has helped take some of the heartache out of dashing out to buy those last minute supplies needed for everyday school tasks as well as major school projects. 

The CLHS school store, located in the library, recently held its grand opening.

It’s a place where students, teachers and parents can purchase items like pens, pencils, binders, notebooks, poster board, colored pencils, erasers and markers.

They can also buy USB flash drives, burnable CD-ROMs, and color prints of their work.

“We have a lot of items in stock, and if we don’t, we can order it,” Hartman said. “If they give us a week, we can get it.”

Most items aren’t marked up at all, and any profits made will go into a library activity fund geared toward purchasing new books and prizes for the school’s book club.

“My goal wasn’t to make a profit,” Hartman said. “This is for the students. Everybody was complaining that they had to drive so far. I know if I were a student or parent I wouldn’t want to drive to IH 35 or Highway 281. Some of them live more than 30 minutes away from some of the stores that have these supplies. It also gets rid of the excuses in the classroom that they couldn’t get to the store.”

Student Mason Lambeck said he thinks the school store is a great idea.

“You don’t have to fight big crowds or stand in line,” Lambeck said. “Everything we need is right here. It’s kind of like our own private drive-thru window.”

Fellow student Cairlen Lewis agrees she’s looking forward to the convenience the school store will bring and the money she can save.

“I think it’s awesome,” Lewis said. “It’s great that we don’t have to drive anywhere, and supplies here are also much less expensive than if you go to the store.”

The CLHS library is open until 6 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, so Hartman is hoping even families that don’t have students at the school yet will utilize the new store.

“We want the parents and students at our elementary and middle schools that live nearby to know how convenient it is to shop here,” Hartman said. “We want them to know that even though they aren’t CLHS students yet, we encourage them to come by and shop for their supplies here.”

Click here to fill out an online order form for the CLHS store.

“We want to make this as user friendly as possible,” Hartman said. “Parents or students can e-mail their order form in, and then all they have to do is come by and pick their items up.”

CLHS teacher Sherri Painter said she thinks the school store will be a big hit.

“It’s so convenient for everyone,” Painter said. “It’s really a great time-saver for all of us. I’m so glad Nancy Hartman thought about opening it for us.”
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IN PHOTO: Canyon Lake High librarian Nancy Hartman hands supplies to student Cairlen Lewis purchased at the new school store. Hartman’s goal is to help teachers, students and their parents who are used to driving long distances for items that can now be bought in the CLHS library.
