Comal ISD 2010-2011 History Fair Schedule and Due Dates-6th Grade


The first semester will focus on acquiring the tools needed to construct a quality History Fair project based on National History Fair guidelines.  Each skill will be modeled and reinforced in order to attain mastery.  Skills will spiral throughout the instructional year while relating it to the History Fair theme.*
Aug. 23-Oct. 1
The student will be introduced to and provided a general overview of the History Fair topic in order to make connections throughout the year.  Topic: *Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, and Consequences.   


Oct. 4-22
The student will demonstrate a variety of ways to properly conduct research by using in class, library and technological resources.

Oct. 25-Nov. 12
The student will differentiate between primary and secondary sources and how to cite them in an annotated bibliography.  ELA teachers will instructionally support.

Nov. 15-Dec. 3
The student will construct a quality Thesis Statement.

Dec. 6-17
The student will complete a process paper.

The second semester will focus on constructing a quality History Fair project based on National History Fair guidelines. Students’ organization and success will be supported by a detailed History Fair folder.   Seventh and eighth grade campus History Fairs will occur between January 18th- 26th, allowing 6th grade students the opportunity to observe examples of a variety of projects. 
Jan. 18-21 
The student will begin exploring History Fair through the use of a variety of methods including the official website:  http://www.tshaonline.org/education/thd/    and    www.nationalhistoryday.org/Contest.htm  

Jan. 18-26
Students will visit their campus History Fair in order to see exhibit types and content.

Jan. 24-28
The student will analyze the topic of History Fair, Debate and Diplomacy in History: Successes, Failures, and Consequences, and review connections that have been made through out the first semester.
Jan.31-Feb. 4
The student will explore the exhibit types used in History Fair.
Feb. 7-25
The student will conduct research.
Feb. 7-11
The student will choose their individual topic and exhibit type based on research,   

                              individual strengths and campus History Fair observations.  At this point student selected     

                              topics cannot change.
Feb.14-18
The student will prepare a quality thesis statement to support their individual project through the editing process.                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                         Daily Grade _____     

              

Mar. 7-11  
The student will provide a list of primary and secondary sources based on their History Fair project.
                                                                                                                                         Daily Grade _____   
Mar. 28-31
The student will construct an annotated bibliography based on their History Fair project.




                                                                                 Daily Grade _____  
April 11-15         The student will turn in a rough draft of their individual History Fair project in student’s  

                             selected exhibit format.
        Daily Grade _____  
April 18-21
The student will turn in a Process paper based on their History Fair          

                              project.

        Daily Grade _____
May 9-13
Final History Fair project due and campus showcase will be scheduled for display. 
                      Major Grade _____

This is an outline for completion of the history fair project in 6th grade Pre-AP Social Studies based on National History Fair standards.  Your 6th grade student will not participate in the official (i.e. Campus, District, Regional, State and National) History Fair competition but will have the opportunity to learn all aspects of building a quality project at an adjusted pace and to display it at the end of the year in a campus showcase.  You and your family have committed to a very rewarding experience. The above timeline is a tool for both you and your student to ensure that major sections are completed in an orderly and timely fashion.  Please encourage students not to wait until the last minute to prepare their projects.  There will be class time designated to the development of certain aspects of the project.  However, students will need to commit some time at home in order to produce a quality project.  Students may receive assistance from adults.  Based on the schedule the project will account for 5 daily grades and two major grades.  Failure to complete the project will have a profound negative effect on the student’s average.   
